Companion Quarterly
Fostering Saves Lives

F

ostering an animal (or a few!) is one of
the most rewarding experiences a person can have. You are able to play a very
large role in the enrichment of their lives
by providing them TLC and socialization and
preparing them for their future forever home!
Foster care is also an alternative for animal lovers
who can’t make a long-term commitment, but still
want to help rescue animals.
The
Humane
Society of
Alamance
County is
very
excited about
our
increase
in
the number
of
foster
homes in
our foster
program,
which now
total
29
homes
available to take in cats and/or dogs on a regular
basis. We are constantly recruiting via social media (Facebook), email and word of mouth. This
year, we have recruited 14 new foster moms and
dads through Facebook! In order to stay in better
communication with each other, the Humane
Society also set up a foster group on Facebook
(HSAC Fosters) for daily discussion about everything from sharing photos, vet appointments,
pending adoptions, and general topics. We also
now have a dedicated foster coordinator who
recruits, makes vet appointments, and communicates with all of the foster families. Due to an increase in foster homes, we’ve also been able to
rescue more dogs and cats. Our goal is to eventually have 100 or more foster homes ready so that
in the event of a reduction of foster parents, we
won’t have to say no to taking in animals and

getting
them
off
long waiting lists.
Foster
parents are
an important backbone to the
Humane
Society.
We
rely
on
fosters to
take
in
needy animals and
provide
them with the muchneeded love and socialization
to prepare them for their forever homes. Being a
foster parent often requires a commitment of up
to several weeks, but it can be one of the most
rewarding things you will ever do.
Oftentimes, foster
homes provide emergency medical care. An
emergency foster home
was needed for Jack
Sparrow, who had an
eye infection and who is
now partially blind. He
is receiving lots of TLC
and socialization in his
foster home. Two kittens
(Homer and Sophia)
required eye surgery,
one of them becoming completely blind and the
other partially blind.
Their foster home provided them the necessary
medical attention following their surgeries and
helped them adapt to life with limited sight. We
are now happy to report both Sophia and Homer
have been adopted by two separate families!
Please see “Fostering Saves” on page 2
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Fostering Saves
(continued from page 1)
A couple of neonatal kittens (Raja and Rocco) were rescued and required a nursing mama
cat. One of our foster parents bottle fed the babies until we found a nursing mama cat (Boots)
from a supporter to take over the job of feeding the babies. At the present time, Boots is still
nursing Rocco and Raja. Another mama cat (Liza) and her four babies (Margo, Morgana,
Edith and Agnus) required an emergency foster home when we took them in from the Burlington Animal Shelter. Liza is now ready for adoption and once her kittens are spayed/
neutered, they will be ready for adoption too! There are quite a few cats in the program that
wouldn’t fare as well at the adoption center due to their age and personality, and thus are
currently in longer-term foster situations. (These cats include Charlie, Cutie, Faline,
Geronimo, Jasmine, Penny, Pretty Girl, and Sissy.)
Fostering options.
We have a number of fostering options to meet the needs of our generous fosters. See the
descriptions below to see how well these options fit into your home and lifestyle.
Long-term fosters are wonderful options for cats and dogs that require more nurturing
and socialization. These animals may be fearful of humans or are un-socialized with other
animals and need a quiet, patient environment so their social skills can be nurtured. Special
needs animals may require experienced foster homes to help them develop into more adoptable animals. In such cases, foster parents commit to a certain time frame and would need to be
willing to show their animals to potential adopters from their home or a specified location.
Recovery Fosters are usually limited-time commitments for ill or injured animals. It has been
proven that cats and dogs recovering from an ailment heal faster in a home environment. All
medical care and supplies (medicine, crate, etc.) are provided.
There are times the Humane Society may take in a litter of kittens or puppies that were recently born, along with their mother. Enter the Puppy/Kitten Fosters. Puppy/kitten commitments can range from one to seven weeks.
but each situation is different. Many times
babies are the only ones needing to be fostered, but sometimes we may also have the
nursing mother who needs a place to keep
doing her motherly job.
There may be circumstances in which the
Humane Society takes in neo-natals that
have been separated from their mother due
to the mother’s death or unwillingness to
nurse the babies. This care is accomplished
by our Neo-natal Fosters. Bottle feeding the
neo-natals requires some training, but it is
easy to learn. In some instances, we can find
a nursing mother who has had another litter
of kittens and is able to be a surrogate for the neo-natals. The foster home can be set up with a
dorm for the “mother” and neo-natals and the mother cat will do all the work.
We have heard many reasons why people don’t want to foster; they believe they’re too busy
or they don’t want to get attached to the animal they may have to give up in a month or so.
Many people also don’t realize that vetting, food and other supplies are provided to all foster
animals. We want to give you some good reasons to consider fostering:
Why you should consider fostering.
Fostering increases the animal’s chance of being adopted because foster families find out first
about the pet’s personality and can also teach them basic house manners, making them more
appealing to potential adopters.
Please see “Fostering Saves” on the next page.
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Fostering Saves
(continued from page 2)
The foster parents’ own pets will learn more
social skills by being “foster” siblings. The more
animals the foster family’s pets come in contact
with, the better they are at dealing with stress and
getting used to strangers. The foster dogs and cats
also provide fun playmates!
Fostering is a short-term commitment that will
help you decide if you are ready for a long-term
commitment. Maybe you want to foster a certain
dog breed and see if you’re ready to adopt one, or
you want to see if adding a cat into your all-dog
household will throw off the balance of your
home. It is possible you may want a new pet now,
but you are not sure what the future holds in five,
10, 15 or 20 years.
Fostering is only temporary. If you are fostering a cat, they only require minimal space and are
extremely low-maintenance, so they don’t require a lot of time. If you have a dog already, it’s
not a big change to add another dog to your daily walks and potty break schedule. Having the
foster animal with you for a short period and knowing it’s only temporary will make it easier to
find the time to take care of them, and it’s also easier when it’s time to give them up.
You have the extra space available for a foster. A spare bedroom, office, or screen porch is the
perfect place for a foster pet. Even a bathroom is enough room for a kitten or puppy, and it’s
much larger than a cage in a shelter. A spare room sometimes is the only thing standing between
an animal and euthanasia in an animal control facility or shelter.
Have a preference and only want to foster non-aggressive/low-anxiety dogs, or kittens, or
adult cats, or puppies? Can’t foster for more than a few months at a time? We can accommodate
your schedule and at any time you have an emergency or scheduled vacation, we can place your
foster animal in another foster home.
Fostering keeps animals out of shelters. Animal shelters can be stressful for animals and usually don’t provide tranquility for cats and necessary training and exercise for dogs and puppies.
Animals in foster care tend to be less stressed, better socialized, and have a lower chance of getting sick than animals in shelters.
You will make lots of new friends that share a similar interest! Most of all, you are saving a
life.
Expectations:.
When you foster with the Humane Society, you’re not alone caring for the foster animal. You
can expect full support from us. We cover medical care and provide all food, litter and necessary
supplies (crate, bedding, potty pads, etc.), and we will take the animal back at any time for any
reason.
We do have some expectations from our foster parents, but the list is short and the tasks are
simple. If you join us as a foster and your foster animal requires emergency care, we ask that you
transport the pet. All veterinary costs are paid by us, but we are not always available for transport. You will also need to provide us regular updates with photos via email and/or our Fosters
Group on Facebook, as well as be prepared to help us promote the animal at our events.
If you believe you are ready to become a new foster mom or dad, complete a foster application at www.hsaconline.org/foster

A very special thank you to
Stephanie Grantham,
Humane Society Foster Coordinator,
for this article and photographs.
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22,000 Reasons
The Humane Society of Alamance County now has
22,000 reasons to be happy these days. The Sixth Annual Miles for Mutts, held April 12, earned us $22,000
to help the animals of Alamance County.
We could not ask for a more perfect day for hundreds of bikers to come out and enjoy a ride through
the county, which culminated in a party at Lucky’s
Saloon featuring live music from Sok Monkee. Every
penny raised will help our spay/neuter program, which
is a huge part of the Humane Society’s mission.
We would like to thank the Compassionate Bikers of
Alamance County and Lucky’s Saloon for their support
and for hosting this
great event. Check out
page 6 for photos from
Miles for Mutts.

We Love Our Donors and
Friends!
We sincerely appreciate every minute you volunteer with us, every kind word you
say about us and every gift you donate to us. Without you, none of the stories you
read about in this quarter’s Companion Quarterly would be possible.
On the next page, you will find a listing of our most recent donors. In compiling
this report, we have made every attempt to create an accurate and complete listing.
However, should you find that your name is missing, we welcome your kind corrections. Please call (336) 438-2023.
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The following donations were
made Feb. 2014 - Mar. 2014:
Anna M. Lyons
Charles & Kimberly Steele
Sandra Daly
Janet Foster
James & Nancy Strader
Timothy & Roberta Byrd
Ross & Patricia Harwood
Cynthia Ferdinandsen
Janice Pulliam
Richard Prochaska
Deon Louw
Tim & Natalie Miles
United Health Group
Kimberly R. Parsons
Valery Cohen
Shirley & Alexis Clayton
Harry & Sandra Boylston
Tri-County Veterinary Service
Thomas Fenske
Evelyn E Hennessy
Teresa & Jeffrey Maness
Hamlin A. & Jean R. Landis
Kristen Thompson
Lynda Amey
Robert & Ann Porter
Cheryl Mullis
Annie L. Johnson
Dr. Wayne T. Moore
Maria P. Murphy
Rose Morgan
Vera Reeder
Linda Smith
John Brooks
Kristen Johnson
Robert & Raquel Held
Mike Flint
United Way of Alamance
County
James E. Harris
Wanda W. Burnett Revocable
Trust
Aleta Williamson
Blessed Sacrament School
Steve & Angela Small
Carrie Walker
Paul & Nikki Walsh
Floyd & Terry Underwood
Angela Williams
David & Susan Snyder
Connie S. Reyna
Sandra Duckworth

In Memory Of:
Dr. John G. Craddock Jr. by:
Ester Beachum
Glennette F. Ranson
Jimmy & Barbara Schronce
Mr. & Mrs. Rex Templeton
Mrs. Hilda Brody, who helped
found the Animal Protection
Society of Caswell County.
‘She saved many animals!’
by Bennie Catoe
Emma Carol Bunker Wheeler
by:
“Signs”
Teresa & John McCauley
Wanda Padgett
Kristi Dry
Wendy Gordon
Julie Whittington
Mona Moon
Rebecca Batts
Natalie Miles
Suellyn Dalton
Stephanie Waters
Carolyn Rhodes
David & Judy Bryant
Tina Patterson
Amy Campbell
South Mebane Elementary
School
FSBO Hawkins-Wisniewski by
Jackie H. Allen
Ron Wisniewski by Jackie H.
Allen
Miss Sherry McClute by Lorrie
A. Flinchum
James Harold Coble by Jimmy
& Gladyne Stout
Calline Cline by Charlotte
Ozment
In memory of Kira by Tedi
Thompson-Magrini
In loving memory of Molly by
Diane Woodward
Lorrie, beloved dog of Liga
Aumalis by Bennie Catoe
Babette, sweet baby of Nancy
& Clay Hemric by:
Anita Lee Butler
Louise C. Cox
Bandit, beloved dog of Mr. &
Mrs. Paul Wrightsell by Bob
& Kim McPherson
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Anna Kitty by Linda Douglas
Mollie, beloved dog of Jeanie
Haworth by Jean Cox
Izzy, the dearest love of her
life by Anita Butler with
thanks to Cheryl Knox for
her help
Haley, beloved dog of
Lorraine Moretti by:
Patrick & Irene Murray
Joan Croteau

Animal Hospital of Mebane
Creekside Animal Clinic
Mebane Veterinary Hospital
Phoenix Animal Hospital
Plaza Veterinary Hospital
Tri-County Veterinary Service
Banfield Pet Hospital
For Miles 4 Mutts:
Atlas Lighting Products, Inc.
Patty Vision Center OD PA
America’s Self Storage

Calendar Donations:
Heather Elliott
Dr. Wayne T. Moore
Ann S Register

Special Contribution
We would like to recognize a
substantial gift received
through the estate of Joseph E.
(“Joe”) Wilson Jr. Joe’s mother,
Ellen, was an animal lover,
and this gift was given to the
Humane Society to honor her.
The very generous gift of these
funds by Joe will be used by
the Humane Society of
Alamance County to help
many animals in many different ways.

Weight Circles:
Valery Cohen
Linda Ford
Foster
Program:
Brendon &
Catherine
MacCallum
Lorraine Moretti for Jack Sparrow
Patty R. Collins for Charlie
Lark Johnson
For Emily:
Leslie Allen
Sam & Vicky Hunt
Carol Ann Mullis
Debra F. Cardwell
Jeanie Haworth
In Honor Of:
Norris Thompson by:
Melanie D. Moreschi
Taylor Hube
Rosalie Gardiner by Margaret
Polo de Bernabe
Jo McAdams by Karen Webb
Special Thanks:
Flexlon Fabrics, Inc.
Girl Scout Troop 02227
Phydeaux Pet Store
Innova Pet Food
Professional Value Added, Inc.
Crenshaw Hyundai, Inc.
PetSmart
Larson Property Management

Helpful
Phone Numbers
Alamance County Sheriff
Department of Animal Control: (336) 570-6300
Burlington Animal Control:
(336) 578-1386
Burlington Animal Shelter:
(336) 578-0343
Wildlife Hotline: (713) 4688972
North Carolina Spay/Neuter
Hotline: (888) 623-4936
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Wish List for the Animals
We spend our days helping animals, but we still need your help! We need the following items
to help us continue our work. Next time you’re shopping, will you make us part of your list?
∗ Purina Weight Circles, found on bags of dry dog food. These little circles go a long way in
helping us earn money for veterinary care, food for our foster animals and so much more.
∗ Portable dog lots.
∗ Office supplies, including envelopes, stamps and copy paper.
∗ Cat/kitten food (preferably Purina Pro Plan chicken).
∗ Dog/puppy food (preferably grain free).
∗ Puppy pads.
∗ Clumping kitty litter.
∗ Medium and large stainless steel or ceramic pet food bowls.
∗ Puppy chew toys and Pork Chomps chews.
∗ Revolution or Frontline flea and tick prevention.
∗ Small, medium or large pet crates.
∗ Puppy X-pen.
∗ Gift cards in any denomination to pet stores.
If you would like to donate any of these items, please call the Humane Society office at
(336) 438-2023 or email hsac@netpath.net. On behalf of the animals, thank you for your
generosity!

We are
a non profit animal welfare organization
with a low-cost spay and neuter program.

The Humane Society of Alamance County
Board of Directors
Sharon Dent, President
Jim Kane
Dick Simpson, Vice President
Kelly Ronnow
Leigh Ann Whittle, Secretary
Kay Teague
Wayne Bunting
Terry Wall
Nancy Pomer, PetSmart Volunteer Coordinator
Gary McPherson, Advisory Board
Molly Whitlach, Advisory Board
Caitlin Daly, Executive Director
Sally Rice, Spay/Neuter Coordinator
Katie Dukeshire, Media Outreach
Rosalie Gardiner, Corresponding Secretary
Stephanie Grantham, Foster Program Coordinator
Juli Hauser, Humane Education

Contact Us!
P.O. Box 5117
Burlington, NC 27216
Phone: (336) 438-2023
Email: hsac@netpath.net
On the web:
www.hsaconline.org
Like us on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/hsac.page
Follow us on Twitter:
@hsalamance
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Upcoming Events
• First Saturday of each month: PetSmart Adoption Fairs at the Luv-a-Pet
Center in PetSmart’s Burlington location. Join us 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. to learn
more about us and perhaps find your new fur-ever friend!
• Save the Date! Write it down, set a reminder and invite your friends!
Woofstock is coming Saturday, Oct. 4 at Burlington City Park. If you thought
last year was awesome, you haven’t seen anything yet! Stay tuned to Companion Quarterly for more details.
• More to come: Check out our Facebook page or sign up to be on our email
list to learn more about upcoming Humane Society events near you!

Help us Help Animals...Donate Today!
Please complete the form below and mail to The Humane Society of Alamance County,
P.O. Box 5117, Burlington, NC 27216. An envelope is enclosed for your convenience.
Checks may be payable to HSAC.
You may also donate via PayPal with your Visa, MasterCard or American Express. Visit
us at hsaconline.org for further details.
Thank you for your generosity!

Name:
Address:
City:

State:

Phone:

Zip:

Email:

Yes, I would like information on how to become a HSAC volunteer.
_______ Yes, I would like to join the HSAC email list.
Yes, I would like information on how to include HSAC in my will.
Please indicate the type of gift below:
Regular Membership ($25)

Corporate Membership ($250)

Supporting Membership ($50)

Student Membership ($15)

Senior Membership ($15)

Benefactor Membership ($100)

St. Francis Membership ($500)
This gift is in memory of
This gift is in honor of

Other Membership

